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Great FallsGreat Falls
Page 9

Plein Air artist Heike
Gramckow paints out-
doors at Great Falls Park
during the annual Paint
Great Falls: Plein Air
Competition. The compe-
tition drew a record 28
artists from around the
region and as far away
as West Virginia.

Great Falls Friends and Neighbors
Award Six Scholarships
News, Page 3

‘History Secret’
Presented in Great Falls
News, Page 4

Great Falls Friends and Neighbors
Award Six Scholarships
News, Page 3

‘History Secret’
Presented in Great Falls
News, Page 4

Record Number of
Artists Paint Great Falls

News, Page 12

Record Number of
Artists Paint Great Falls

News, Page 12
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Sports

By Shirley Ruhe

The Connection

D
espite forecasts of post-Hurri-
cane showers, things rolled
along in bright sun at the
Northern Virginia Senior Olym-

pics bocce competition on Thursday, Sept.
14. Nineteen competitors in five age groups
from 50-99 are signed up at Green Acres
Senior Center in Fairfax. Competitors and
onlookers sat at picnic tables munching
donuts and drinking water to cool down as
they waited for the competition to begin.

Ninety-two-old Henry Coletto from
Oakton, the oldest competitor, has no one
in his age group for competition so he was
paired with Sonny Caputo from Springfield
in the 80-89 age group. Caputo says this is
his first Senior Olympics although he is play-
ing in the regular bocce league. Coletto’s
regular league partner, Nicholas Garito of
Fairfax, is also competing. “Henry and I had
a tough year. We came from last place to
third place,” Garito said, adding he got the
bocce program started 10 years ago and
convinced the Lions Club to build the court
five years ago.

Senior Olympics Rolls Along

Coletto says he lived in Massachusetts for
82 years and then four of his children who
live around here “kidnapped me and
brought me here.” He had driven to the
competition from Oakton. He said, “My chil-
dren don’t believe I should drive too much
anymore.”

Robena Reid of Lorton and Lynn Thomp-

son of Fairfax started out with the women’s
55-59 competition. Reid says she is kind of
a novice, and Thompson says this is her first
tournament, and she has practiced twice.
Pink balls, blue balls, back and forth.

Charlie Perla, bocce ref, said, “Here we
go measuring again. Blue is closer and
touching. No, no, no it’s red.” He adds, “Get

out the dollar bill.” The test of touching is
whether you can get a dollar bill between
the balls. “I can’t believe it: did they both
get gold?” He measures again and the final
result is Reid wins by one inch.

Herb Levitan of Arlington plays one of the
later competitions. He says he is registered
in 27 events this year but may not be able
to do a couple of them on Saturday since
he is also organizing a table tennis match
at the same time.

Henry Coletto of Oakton throws out his first ball. Nicholas Garito of Fairfax.Lynn Thompson of Fairfax.

Green Acres Senior
Center hosts bocce
competition.

Henry Coletto, Oakton, the
oldest bocce competitor, waiting
for his game.

Crowd cheers bocce competitors — and munches donuts.

Photos by Shirley Ruhe/The Connection
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ComputersAnnouncements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN’S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

Sports

In Competitive Mode at Senior Olympics
Skills
Competition

Senior Olympics’ Football and
Frisbee Throw and Softball Hit
and Throw events were held at
Wakefield District Park in
Annandale on Wednesday, Sept.
13.

Leonard Kalkwarf
from Springfield

throws a Frisbee in
the 85-89 age group.
He won a gold medal

with a throw of 53’ 6”.

Field Events
The Senior Olympics’ Field

Events were held at Falls Church
High School on Sunday, Sept. 17.

Thomas Sullivan
from Oakton

prepares to throw
the shot in the

70-74 age group.

Lisa Ninomiya
from Vienna

throws the mini
javelin in the 55-

59 age group.

Photos by

Tom Manning

The Connection

Swimming
Senior Olympics Swimming was

held at the Claude Moore Recre-
ation Center in Sterling on Friday,
Sept. 15

Betsy Boswell from
Vienna competes in the
100 yard breaststroke.

She won a gold medal in
the 60-65 age group with

a time of 1:51.31.



Great Falls Connection  ❖  September 20-26, 2017  ❖  15www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Our long, local, overnight nightmare is
almost over. By the date this column publishes:
Sept. 20, 2017, I will, for the first time in nearly
nine weeks, not had to have snaked down in
the dark, our “turny-twisty” and narrow 150-
year-old staircase to walk from the upstairs
master bedroom to the downstairs and only
usable commode. Though the renovation of
this upstairs bathroom is not entirely complete
nor ready for primetime (it is mostly usable as
the water is now running and flushing), the
demolition/renovation process apparently must
go on/adhere to a schedule so, on Tuesday,
Sept. 19 the downstairs bathroom, with all its
fully functioning amenities will come under the
sledge hammer – among other tools, and pro-
vide no further use until on or about Oct. 24.

This heretofore (“Good Will Hunting”) logis-
tical challenge has not presented too many dif-
ficulties for my wife, Dina. But given that I’m a
male of a certain age, quite the opposite has
been true for me. Once or twice and occasion-
ally even more per overnight depending upon
how late and how much I’ve had to eat or
drink before bedtime, I’ll need to visit the bath-
room to attend to some very personal business.
To be clear, the ‘challenge’ to which I refer is
getting to the bathroom, not starting and/or fin-
ishing what I intended once I get there.
Moreover, when the task at hand has been
completed, of course I need to retrace my steps
– usually in the dark, and walk back upstairs.
Though not nearly as difficult as walking down-
stairs; nevertheless, at the time I am going
down and back up, in the middle of the night,
my vision might not so readily acclimate and
my balance is, let’s just say: inconsistent, espe-
cially when trying to avoid the miscellaneous
bathroom-remodeling boxes staged in the living
room on the very route I must travel.

Needless to say, having this nightly nonsense
come to an end is most definitely a column
worth writing. Not necessarily to self-indulge
anymore than usual but more so to amuse you
regular readers and possibly even prepare you
for your own in-home renovation. And consid-
ering that this renovation is our first – and we
have minimal experience with these matters, I
thought it useful to write it forward and perhaps
share a less-than-obvious impact of taking the
one-and-only-on-the-same-floor bathroom out
of service. Sinks, mirrors and shower/tub issues
notwithstanding, all of which can be withstood
and endured with the reorientation to the
downstairs bathroom, the commode issue, con-
sidering its unpredictability, naturally trumps all
other real or imagined difficulties.

Though the upstairs bathroom is incomplete
and lacking multiple finishing elements, its
transformation so far is incredible – to our eyes.
I’ll spare you any details because that really
would be self-indulgent and not at all the point
of this column. But the two months or so it will
have taken for the upstairs bathroom to
become operational again and the nightly effect
it’s had on me appears to have been worth the
wait.

As concerns the downstairs bathroom, we
are now ready, willing and able to integrate its
destruction into our routine. Given that it is
more of a powder room than a master-type
bathroom – though it will include a shower-
only enclosure, no longer will it be my twice-
nightly destination. In addition, I am looking
forward to its transformation because the
interim process will not prevent me from going
anywhere I regularly go nor inconveniencing
my wife, Dina, when she readies for work in
the morning.

Monitoring its progress will be more of a
curiosity than a calamity, since, in my mind,
there will be no sense of urgency about the
pace of this project as there had been with the
upstairs bathroom because my bathroom access
will not be affected in the least. And in the
most, I am extraordinarily grateful – and
relieved.

Talking the
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ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

LANDSCAPING

Alfredo’s Construction Company, Inc.

www.alfredosconstructioncompany.com

Phone:

VA: (703) 698-0060 • MD: (301) 316-1603

•Concrete Driveways
•Patios •Sidewalks

•Stone •Brick

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst mis-

takes that can be made in his subject 
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

IN-PERSON, TV DEBATES
The League of Women Voters of the Fairfax

Area (LWVFA) will hold four in-person forums
and three televised forums for the public and the
press to learn about the candidates who are
running for election to the Virginia House of
Delegates. The League invited all certified
candidates campaigning for office in their
respective districts. At the in-person forums,
question-and-answer sessions will be followed
by an opportunity for informal conversations
with individual candidates. The public and press
are encouraged to attend. For more information
about the candidates’ priorities and positions,
visit www.vote411.org.

In-person forums:
❖ Thursday, Sept. 28 at 7 p.m. at Providence

Community Center: 3001 Vaden Drive, Fairfax.
The televised forums at Fairfax County Public

Access are on Channel 10 or livestreamed on
YouTube “Inside Scoop Livestream.” The public
can submit questions by email to
theinsidescooptv@gmail.com or call 571-749-
1142 between 7-8:30 p.m. Tune in on:
Monday, Sept. 11 at 8 p.m.; Monday, Sept.
18 at 8 p.m.; and Monday, Oct. 2 at 8 p.m.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 21
Shepherd’s Center Caregivers Support

Group. 10-11:30 a.m. at UUCF Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Fairfax - Program
Building, 2709 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton. This
support group is designed for caregivers of adult
family members. For more info contact
facilitator, Jack Tarr, 703-821-6838,
jtarr5@verizon.net.

Chapter Meeting. 7:30 p.m. at Neighbor’s
Restaurant, 262D Cedar Lane, Cedar Lane
Shopping Center, Vienna. Chapter 227, Vietnam
Veterans of America Inc., invites all veterans,
friends, and the general public to attend the
next chapter meeting. Channapha Khamvongsa,
founder and Executive Director of Legacies of
War, will discuss its mission. She is a native of
Laos and earned degrees from George Mason
University and Georgetown University.
Admission is free. Call Len Ignatowski at 703-
255-0353 or visit www.vva227.org.

TUESDAY/SEPT. 26
ESL Learners and Volunteers. St. Mark’s

English as a Second Language (ESL) Ministry is
seeking new students and volunteers to
participate in their upcoming fall term. Come
help 150+ adult learners master the English
language, prepare for American citizenship,
learn to converse fluently in English, improve
their writing skills, and integrate into the local
community. All classes take place at St. Mark
Christian Formation Center, 9972 Vale Road,
Vienna. Call Monica at 703-980-9380, email
stmarksesl@gmail.com, or visit stmarkesl.org.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 27
Public Hearing on FY 2019 Budget. 7:30 p.m.

at MCC Administrative Offices, 6631 Old
Dominion Drive, McLean. The McLean
Community Center Governing Board invites
Dranesville tax district residents to attend a
public hearing on MCC’s FY 2019 Budget.
Residents who would like to speak at the public
hearing should call the Center at 703-790-0123,
TTY: 711, to have their names added to the
speakers’ list. The hearing will be immediately
followed by the regular monthly board meeting
for September. Visit www.mcleancenter.org.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 30
Garden Club Yard Sale. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. in the

parking lot, 10610 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
The Great Falls Garden Club is hosting a multi-
family yard sale. Visit www.gfgardenclub.org.

SUPPORT GROUPS
Are You A Caregiver? Shepherd’s Center of

Oakton Vienna Caregivers’ Support Group takes
place first & third Thursday of each month.
February 2nd and 16th, 2017 from 10:00 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. Join us at the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax (UUCF) - Program
Building, 2709 Hunter Mill Rd, Oakton, VA. For
more info contact facilitator, Jack Tarr, 703-821-
6838 jtarr5@verizon.net.

Bulletin
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Call Us Today to Help You Buy or Sell Your Home!
www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Susan Canis
Associate Realtor

Sally Marvin
Associate Realtor

Dianne Van Volkenburg, Jan & Dan Laytham
Offi ce: 703-757-3222

9841 Georgetown Pike, 

Great Falls, VA 22066 • 703-759-9190

#1 Realtor and Home 
Sales in Great Falls

Great Falls  $1,149,000 
Park-like setting. Beautiful and bright interior

Great Falls  $2,399,000
Flawless home with Four-car garage and bonus suite above

9410 Lake Lagovista Ct  Great Falls  $1,575,000
Year-round lake views and swimming pool. Rich interior with custom 

Twee Ramos
Associate Realtor

Newly screened porch and trex deck. Desirable neighborhood

Great Falls $1,999,000
Multi-generational living with guest house and pool

Great Falls  $1,699,000
Stunning designer touches with newly added outdoor living areas

Updated gourmet kitchen and master bathroom. Convenient location
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Great Falls $1,499,000 Great Falls $1,024,000
Close to everything in town and thoroughly updated
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